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Exports soar for Sheffield valve manufacturer 

 

A Sheffield company formed just 18 months ago to manufacture and market two world-

renowned industrial valve brands has surpassed its targets, with sales growing by 44 per 

cent and exports increasing by 51 per cent. 

President Engineering Group Limited (PEGL) comprises Bestobell which produces valves for 

cryogenic gas and liquefied natural gas applications and Conflow which manufactures 

equipment for water control and for the suppression of dust and fire for mining industries.  

PEGL was formed following an MBO led by current directors Mark Henley, Marie Cooper and 

John Waddington in October 2010.  They saw an opportunity not only to increase UK sales, 

which have since grown by 20 per cent, but also to actively grow other markets such as 

Europe and the US as well as developing markets in the Far East and Russia.  

The new management team made an initial investment of £1m in new plant and machinery 

as well as increasing the workforce by 15 per cent in the last year, bringing it to a total of 

100 people at its 30,000 sq ft President Park site.  It has also implemented ongoing staff 

training and an apprenticeship scheme.  With a turnover of £10.3m, exports now account 

for 80 per cent of sales.  PEGL’s overseas success was highlighted earlier this year when it 

was awarded a $2.5m contract to supply Bestobell cryogenic valves to Hudong Shipyard in 

Shanghai. 
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“The Bestobell and Conflow brands both date back more than fifty years and have earned a 

global reputation for being the best designed, most robust products in the market,” explains 

Mark Henley, managing director of PEGL.  “We have found that customers are willing to 

invest in a premium product from us not only because they do not want to compromise on 

safety or reliability, but also because the use of such reputable brands adds credibility to 

their entire system.  

“Sheffield is part of our pedigree and we are proud to be taking high value engineering 

products to new markets around the world.  We see some great opportunities ahead with 

South America a relatively untapped market for us.  Demand for our LNG range of cryogenic 

valves is also likely to continue to grow as the world’s requirement for energy through liquid 

natural gas accelerates, particularly in view of its environmental benefits.” 

Mr Henley continues: “The Grant Thornton team has played a vital role in supporting our 

development – from international tax experts helping to steer us through the financial 

regulatory minefield in India to audit advisers helping to assess compliance risks.  We have 

consistently used them are a sounding board for our strategy at home and abroad, believing 

that it is vital to have the best quality advice in order to get the right management 

information.” 

Peter Edwards, director at Grant Thornton in Sheffield, commented: “PEGL's rapid local and 

international business success is down to the commitment and drive of its management 

team and employees.  It's great to be working with them to continue Sheffield's reputation 

for global manufacturing excellence."  

   

Jamie Preston, senior manager at Grant Thornton, added: "PEGL came to us seeking 

proactive and timely professional services to support its rapid business and growth plans 

and we’ve worked closely with the company to provide an efficient local compliance and 

advisory service.  Our extensive team of international experts, both here and overseas, has 

provided vital ‘insider’ knowledge, enabling PEGL to realise its business and growth plans in 

India and the US.”  

<ends>  

PEGL 1 

Picture shows L to R: John Waddington of PEGL; Jamie Preston of Grant Thornton; Mark 

Henley of PEGL; Peter Edwards of Grant Thornton; and Marie Cooper of PEGL 

PEGL 4 

Picture shows L to R: Mark Henley of PEGL; Jamie Preston of Grant Thornton; Marie Cooper 

of PEGL; John Waddington of PEGL; and Peter Edwards of Grant Thornton 
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PEGL 6 

Picture shows L to R: John Waddington of PEGL; Jamie Preston of Grant Thornton; Mark 

Henley of PEGL; Peter Edwards of Grant Thornton; and Marie Cooper of PEGL 

For more press information, please contact: 

Susan Reid on (01423) 56 99 99 or susan@appealpr.com 

About us  

Grant Thornton UK LLP is a leading business and financial adviser with offices in 28 locations 

nationwide. The firm is a member of Grant Thornton International Ltd, one of the world's leading 

organisations of independent assurance, tax and advisory firms with over 31,000 people, across 100 

countries. Grant Thornton helps dynamic organisations unlock their potential for growth by 

providing meaningful, actionable advice through a broad range of services. Proactive teams, led by 

approachable partners in these firms, use insights, experience and instinct to solve complex issues 

for privately owned, publicly listed and public sector clients. Grant Thornton people are focused on 

making a difference to clients, colleagues and the communities in which they live and work.  

 


