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Date: 23 October 2012 

Financial worries fuel divorce in Yorkshire 

 

According to Grant Thornton's ninth annual matrimonial survey*, the recession is continuing to have an 

impact on divorce rates, particularly in Yorkshire.  The vast majority of respondents in the region named 

financial worries putting stress on the relationship as the aspect of the recession that had had the most 

influence on their decision to divorce.   

Ninety three per cent of family lawyers surveyed in Yorkshire, compared with 69% nationally, named 

this as the main influence.  There were hints of more honourable and fair motives in Yorkshire where 

only 7% (compared with 27% across the UK) reported the recession being used as an excuse for one 

party to take advantage of temporarily lower incomes and asset values to drive a lower settlement.  The 

economic climate has also forced couples to delay proceedings with 47% of family lawyers surveyed in 

Yorkshire indicating this as the key reason for delay, compared with 29% nationally. 

The survey results also revealed that in Yorkshire, on average, wives received more than half of the 

matrimonial assets in 66% of the cases compared to just 12% of husbands. However, whilst wives may 

be getting a bigger share, there is less to go about. Nationally the average total value of family assets 

was higher than in Yorkshire with 59% of respondents nationally reporting the total value of assets as 

being between £500,000 and £4m.  In contrast, the average value of assets reported in Yorkshire was 

considerably lower with 66% of respondents indicating that the value was less than £500,000, compared 

with 28% last year. 
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While nationally women were significantly more likely to petition for divorce with 59% reporting a 

majority of applications from wives, in Yorkshire this fell to only 44% with the majority (56%) saying that 

it was equal between husbands and wives.  

Growing apart or falling out of love remained the most common reason for divorce both nationally 

(25%) and in Yorkshire (27%) with infidelity running a close second, (24% nationally and 23% in 

Yorkshire).  

Chris Clements, partner in Grant Thornton's Forensic and Investigations Services practice in Yorkshire 

who has extensive experience of providing accounting assistance to matrimonial lawyers, commented: 

"Not only is the recession driving down the value of the family home and business, financial worries are 

becoming a growing reason as to why couples are divorcing in the first place with 93% reporting 

financial strain as a significant factor, compared with 47% last year. 

“Another interesting development in the region has been the growth of collaborative law and 

mediation.  Yorkshire appears to be ahead of the game with twice as many respondents here reporting 

that they had attended six or more mediation meetings, with a significant number going on to use 

mediation to facilitate a settlement.  This may be indication that Yorkshire couples are more prepared to 

talk rationally to obtain the best all-round solution rather than acrimoniously deciding to fight it out in 

court.” 

The 2010 Imerman vs. Tchenguiz ruling continued to cause ripples amongst the family lawyer 

community with 29% of respondents (compared with 22% in 2011) reporting cases where they had had 

knowledge of concealed assets or income but had been unable to rely on any of the documents. 

Mr Clements continues: "One of the clearest messages however from this year's survey is the increased 

burden being placed on family lawyers as a result of having to explain to clients that they cannot always 

use the documents they have obtained. This has often resulted in the lawyers, and their clients, feeling 

that they have not got a fair settlement." 

* Grant Thornton's ninth annual matrimonial survey canvassed the opinions of 139 of the UK's leading 

matrimonial lawyers. The survey assesses trends in the matrimonial market. 

< Ends> 

Photo: Chris Clements, partner in Grant Thornton's Forensic & Investigations Services practice in 

Yorkshire 

For further press information, please contact Sarah Hone on 01423 56 99 99 sarah@appealpr.com 

 

 

 

 



        

 

   

   

Appeal PR Ltd  

  Tel: 01423 569 999 

www.appealpr.com 

   

    

Notes to editors: 

 

Grant Thornton Matrimonial Survey 2012 

 

Comparisons between Yorkshire and National trends 

 
Who petitioned for divorce the most?   

 

Nationally, wives continue to petition for divorce the most - 59% of respondents reported that the wife 

petitioned for divorce more often than the husband, and 40% reported equal petitioning by husbands and 

wives. 

However, in Yorkshire, this trend was rather different with only 44% of respondents saying the wife petitioned 

more often than the husband, and the majority (56%) saying they petitioned equally.  This seems to suggest 

Yorkshiremen might be more active in petitioning for divorce than husbands are nationally! 

 National Yorkshire 

Total Wife 59% 44% 

Equal husband:wife 40% 56% 

 

Average value of total family assets to be distributed between divorcing parties? 

Nationally the average total value of family assets was higher than in Yorkshire with 59% of respondents nationally 

reporting the total value of assets as being between £500k and £4m.  

In contrast, the average value of assets reported by Yorkshire respondents was considerably lower with 66% of 

respondents indicating the value was less than £500k. 

 

 National Yorkshire 

<£250k 13% 35% 

£250k - £500k 21% 31% 

£500K - £1M 28% 8% 

£1M - £2M 21% 23% 

£2M - £4M 10% 0% 
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Key recession related risk factor in delaying divorce proceedings? 

Yorkshire respondents had notably different opinions regarding the key factors in delaying divorce proceedings 

with 47% respondents indicating the inability to fund divorce proceedings was the key factor (compared to 29% 

nationally), and only 5% reported the lack of liquidity of business assets (compared to 13% nationally).   

However Yorkshire respondents were in line with the National trend with 47% reporting the lack of value and/or 

liquidity of personal assets as being the key factor. 

 

 National Yorkshire 

Lack of liquidity of business assets 13% 5% 

Inability to fund divorce proceedings 29% 47% 

Lack of value and/or liquity of personal assets 47% 47% 

 

 

What aspect of the recession has had the most influence on decision to divorce? 

There are hints of more honourable and fair motives reported in Yorkshire where only 7% of respondents 

(compared to 27% nationally) reported the most influential factor as being a better time for one party to divorce 

due to temporarily lower incomes and asset values potentially giving a lower settlement.   

The vast majority of respondents in the Yorkshire region (93%) reported the main influence as being financial 

worries leading to strain on the relationship, whereas nationally only 69% of respondents reported this as being 

the main influence. 

 National Yorkshire 

Being a better time for one party to divorce due to 

temporarily lower incomes and asset values potentially 

giving a lower settlement 27% 7% 

Financial worries leading to strain on the relationship 69% 93% 
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What impact has the introduction of Family Procedure Rules had on your work? 

There appears to have been a significant difference between the impact of FPR reported nationally and that seen 

in Yorkshire.  Nationally most respondents reported a moderate or occasional impact on their work, with only 12% 

reporting no impact at all. 

In Yorkshire, however, a significant 41% of respondents reported they had seen no impact at all on their work since 

the introduction of FPR. 

 National Yorkshire 

Significant 11% 5% 

Moderate 48% 32% 

Occasional 29% 22% 

No impact at all 12% 41% 

 

Mediation – How many Mediation Information and Assessment Meetings have you attended?  How many of 

these cases have used mediation to facilitate settlement? 

The results of our survey suggest Yorkshire might be ahead of the game when it comes to mediation.  23% of 

Yorkshire respondents (compared to only 12% nationally) reported they had attended 6 or more Mediation 

Information and Assessment Meetings and of these, 36% reported mediation was used to facilitate settlement in 

1-5 of the cases (compared to 26% nationally). 

How many Mediation Information and Assessment Meetings 

have you attended? National Yorkshire 

0 68% 62% 

1 - 5 19% 15% 

6 + 12% 23% 

 

How many of these cases have used mediation to facilitate 

settlement? National Yorkshire 

0 7% 4% 

1 - 5 26% 36% 

6 + 5% 4% 
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Following the launch of the Institute of Family Law Arbitrators, do you consider arbitration will become a 

significant method of resolving family disputes within the next 5 years? 

Yorkshire lawyers seem less convinced by the expected impact arbitration will have over the next 5 years.  Only 

36% (compared to 48% nationally) believed it would become a significant method of resolving disputes within 5 

years, and even amongst those who responded "Yes", many tempered this by saying they felt it would only be 

used by wealthy clients and there was a feeling that it might be less popular outside of London. 

 National Yorkshire 

Yes 48% 36% 

No (please comment below) 52% 64% 

Differences between Yorkshire 2012 and Yorkshire 2011 

 
Who petitioned for divorce the most? 

There has been a significant shift this year compared to prior years.  In last year's survey, 11% of respondents 

reported the Husband petitioned more often than the Wife, 74% reported the Wife petitioned more often, and 

16% felt they petitioned equally. 

However, in this year's survey the balance has shifted with 56% of respondents reporting equal petitioning, and 

the remaining 44% reported the Wife petitioning for divorce more often, with none of the respondents finding that 

the Husband petitioned most. 

 Yorks 2012 Yorks 2011 Yorks 2010 

Husband 2:1 0% 11%   

Husband 3:1 0%     

Husband 4:1 0%     

Husband more than 

four times more often 

than wife 0%     

Total Husband 0% 11% 13% 

Wife 2:1 22% 32%   

Wife 3:1 15% 32%   

Wife 4:1 4% 11%   
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Wife more than four 

times more often than 

husband 4%     

Total Wife 44% 74% 87% 

Equal husband:wife 56% 16%   

 

What is the average value of total family assets distributed between the divorcing parties? 

It may well be a sign of the times, but there appears to have been a notable downward shift this year in the value 

of the total family assets.  In last year's survey 50% of respondents placed the value of total family assets as being 

between £500k and £1m, with a total of 78% saying the value was on average between £250k and £1m. 

However, this year's survey shows a marked reduction in the average value of the family assets with 68% of 

respondents reporting the value as being below £500k. 

 

 Yorks 2012 Yorks 2011 

<£250k 35% 0% 

£250k - £500k 31% 28% 

£500K - £1M 8% 50% 

£1M - £2M 23% 17% 

£2M - £4M 0% 6% 

 

 

What aspect of the recession has had the most influence on the decision to divorce? 

It seems that there being no end in sight to the economic crisis has played a key role in driving Yorkshire couples 

apart as financial fears prove too great, whilst honour may have prevailed.   

The proportion of respondents claiming the biggest influence was financial worries leading to strain on the 

relationship has risen dramatically from 47% in last year's survey to a startling 93% this year. 

However, the proportion of respondents reporting the main influence as being a better time for one party to 

divorce due to temporarily lower incomes and asset values potentially giving a lower settlement has fallen 

considerably from 37% in 2011 to a mere 7% in 2012. 
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Yorks 

2012 Yorks 2011 

Being a better time for one party to divorce due to temporarily lower incomes 

and asset values potentially giving a lower settlement 7% 37% 

Financial worries leading to strain on the relationship 93% 47% 

 

 

What type of settlements have been most common? 

There appears to have been a shift in the type of settlements favoured according to this year's survey.  Last year 

32% of Yorkshire respondents reported clean break settlements were most common, and 26% said maintenance 

based settlements were most common. 

This year's survey reveals an increase in clean break settlements with 54% now reporting this as the most common 

type, whilst maintenance based settlements seemed to have suffered a decline with only 8% of respondents in 

Yorkshire saying this was the most common type of settlement. 

 

 

Yorks 

2012 Yorks 2011 

Clean break settlements 54% 32% 

Maintenance based settlements 8% 26% 

Collaborative Law – How many cases have you dealt with collaboratively? 

Yorkshire lawyers demonstrate they are on board with the growth of Collaborative Law with 42% of respondents 

saying they had dealt with between 1 and 5 cases collaboratively in the preceding 12 months (up from 24% in last 

year's survey) and this is in line with national figures. 

The most common reasons given by respondents for why collaboration may not have caught on as quickly as 

expected were lack of awareness by clients and the limited number of clients for whom it is suitable. 

 

Yorks 

2012 Yorks 2011 

0 50% 59% 

1 - 5 42% 24% 
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Has the volume of pre-nuptial advisory work changed? 

Following the Radmacher ruling, more couples seem to be seeking pre-nuptial advice as this year's survey reveals 

62% of Yorkshire respondents reported seeing an increase in their pre-nuptial advisory work (up from 47% seeing 

an increase in the previous year's survey). 

 

Yorks 

2012 Yorks 2011 

Increased 62% 47% 

Decreased 8% 0% 

Stayed the same 23% 47% 

 

Has the volume of your post nuptial advisory work changed? 

As noted above, it appears many couples may be addressing the issue at an earlier stage prior to the marriage, as a 

significant 27% of respondents in Yorkshire reported a decrease in their post nuptial advisory work whereas none 

of the respondents in Yorkshire in the prior year survey reported a decrease in such work (and in fact 35% had 

reported an increase in post nuptial work in the previous year). 

 

Yorks 

2012 Yorks 2011 

Increased 19% 35% 

Decreased 27% 0% 

Stayed the same 42% 59% 

 

 

 


