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Date: 26 November 2012 

Grant Thornton staff support children’s charity this Christmas 

 

This year, staff at Grant Thornton’s Leeds office are supporting the charity Watoto, part of 

Leeds Housing Concern, by giving gifts to local children, many of whom have experienced 

domestic violence and would not otherwise receive presents this Christmas. 

The 290-strong team in Grant Thornton’s Leeds office have donated toys for over 40 children 

under 16 years of age.  Watoto (which is Swahili for ‘children’) works with young people who 

have been or are experiencing domestic violence, offering practical and emotional support 

through one-to-one sessions, play work, multi-agency group work, safety planning and other 

housing and health based interventions.  

 

Many of these children have had to flee violent homes in a hurry and, therefore, leave with only 

essential items. This means they have no toys and play things that would help to normalise 

their lives and provide much needed distractions.  These children will most likely not be 

receiving Christmas gifts unless they are donated by organisations such as Grant Thornton.  

“Christmas is a very emotional time for these children, many of whom are without their 

families.  Our aim is to try to make the festive season a happier one for them by encouraging 



        

 

   

   

Appeal PR Ltd  

  Tel: 01423 569 999 

www.appealpr.com 

   

    

local businesses to give toys. These may well be the only presents that the children receive and 

so the generosity of the Grant Thornton team will really be appreciated,” explains Vicky Blake 

of Watoto.   

Jonathan Riley, senior partner of Grant Thornton in Yorkshire, comments: “Every year, our team 

partners with a local community group to spread genuine Christmas spirit by providing gifts and 

essentials to those in need.    

“Having recently raised £1,200 for Yorkshire Air Ambulance with a charity raffle at a staff event, 

we’re delighted to end our year of charity fundraising by supporting this valuable project which 

will mean so much to many children in Leeds. 

“Thanks once again to staff who have continued to generously donate their time and efforts to 

a wide range of community projects over the last 12 months." 

Ends 

Picture shows (L to R): back row: Jill Ambrazaitis and Peter Gomersall of Grant Thornton, and 

Shazanna Qayum of the charity Watoto; front row: Caleb Graham, 6; Rachel Graham, 6; Jasmin 

Graham, 9; and Josh Graham, 7. 

 

For further press information, please contact: 

Susan Reid on (01423) 56 99 99 or susan@appealpr.com 

 

 

 

 


