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Date: 18 June 2014 

JCT600 helps Goodmanham Grandmother scoop fourth place in her first-ever 

flat race  

 

Fifty-six year old Froot Atkins from Goodmanham near Market Weighton took fourth place in the 

Macmillan Charity Race at York last Saturday (June 14), despite the fact that until this January she had 

never even sat on a race horse and she was the oldest jockey in the race! 

Froot, a primary school teaching assistant with three children and a grandchild, was inspired by 

watching the 1m 1f race last year and decided to don her breeches and join 11 other amateurs 

competing in this year’s race.  An experienced rider, mainly in eventing and hunting, she underwent six 

months of training with Ruth Carr of Mowbray House, Stillington. 

Froot has been supported by a number of local businesses, including Yorkshire-based motor retailer 

JCT600. 

“I was over the moon to get a placing; finding myself in the winner’s enclosure was a dream come true,” 

said Froot.  “The horse, Gran Maestro, gave me the ride of my life and I was thrilled to bits with the 

whole day.  After six months of hard training, both physically and mentally, it was all worth while. 

“The whole thing was an amazing experience – I was so lucky to have brilliant tuition from Ruth Carr and 

the experience of riding her fantastic horses. I’d like to thank my family, friends and local businesses for 
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their phenomenal support – so far, I’ve raised about £11,500 and more pledges are still coming in.  It 

looks like this year’s riders will beat previous records, raising a total of £71,000 between us for 

Macmillan Cancer Support which has been a great support to our family and helps so many people.” 

Key sponsors include JCT600, HiLife, The Ice Co, Gladstone Jewellers, Sessions Spa, Garrie Lazenby 

Farrier and Hensall Mechanical Services Ltd. 

“We were pleased when JCT600 offered its support and it’s particularly appropriate as we’ve recently 

become customers - my husband, Mick who’s one of the Official Photographer’s for York Racecourse, 

bought me a brand new UP! from the dealership a few weeks ago as a surprise to help me to travel to 

the gallops and back.” 

Simon Barrass, finance and insurance director of JCT600, comments: “As a racing enthusiast, I can 

appreciate the scale of the challenge that Froot has taken on and we’re happy to be supporting her – 

she put in a fantastic performance and has raised an incredible amount for a valuable charity.”  

To sponsor Froot, visit www.justgiving.com/Froot-Atkins1 

- Ends – 

Picture shows: Froot Atkins on No 4 Gran Maestro (right) just holding off Leanne Hannity on Next 

Edition (left) for fourth place in the Macmillan Charity Race over 1m 1f at York on Saturday 14 June 14 

 

Photo courtesy of Mick Atkins Photography 

For more press information, please contact Susan Reid on susan@appealpr.com or 01423 569999 

 

 


