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Sixth formers given an insight into the world of work 

 

 

For the second year running, Grant Thornton has hosted a Business Awareness Day for sixth form 

students from schools and colleges around Sheffield with the aim of increasing young people’s 

understanding of the world of work. 

 

More than 30 students from Birkdale School, Longley Park Sixth Form College, Sheffield High School, 

Silverdale School and King Edwards VII School, all of whom are studying economics or business 

studies, visited Grant Thornton’s offices in Broadfield Court on 4 April. 

 

The students met Grant Thornton partners Paul Houghton and Garry Meakin who explained the role 

of a business and finance adviser, how it fits into the business world and the support they give to 

clients.  They were given an insight into 'life as a business adviser' through presentations from the 

Grant Thornton team working in various service lines from audit and financial planning to tax. The six 
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formers also took part in a business game run by accountancy body ICAEW, based around risks and 

rewards.  

 

The day culminated in Grant Thornton's very own Dragon's Den, with students given the challenge of 

‘re-inventing’ an everyday object using their skills of innovation and marketing to promote it for a 

completely different use.   

 

The winning team comprised Joe Wild of Silverdale School and Majad Hussain and Callum Willis, 

both from Longley Park Sixth Form College, who came up with the innovative idea of using a toy 

foam rabbit as a solar-powered mini video projector!  Despite some flaws with their plan, the judges 

felt that the team had developed the concept well, had a strong marketing strategy and defended 

their case formidably despite fierce challenge from Grant Thornton's dragons Paul Houghton, Donna 

Steel and Chris Bagnall.    

 

Paul Houghton, ‘dragon’ and partner at Grant Thornton in Sheffield, said: “The main purpose of the 

day is to give the students a taste of what it's really like to work in business.  It’s a great opportunity 

for them to speak to accountants and business advisers, have their questions answered and, 

hopefully, inspire them to pursue a career in professional services in the future. 

 

“Times are tough for school leavers in this economic climate, with rising youth unemployment and 

costly university fees taking their toll.  Another aim of the day was to stress to students that if they 

are interested in a career in accountancy, there are alternatives to university, for example, through 

our school leavers’ scheme.  As a firm, we are committed to developing and nurturing young talent, 

whether or not they choose to go to university.”  

 

<Ends> 

Picture shows: Chikumo Fiseko of Longley Park 6th form College (left) and Charlie Nixon with James 

Boreman of Silverdale School (right) making their pitch to the Grant Thornton ‘dragons’ Jamie 

Preston, senior tax manager (seated left), and Paul Houghton, partner (seated right). 

 

For further information please contact: Susan Reid at Appeal PR on 01423 56 99 99 or email 

susan@appealpr.com 
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Notes to editors:  

Grant Thornton UK LLP is a leading business and financial adviser with offices in 27 locations 

nationwide. We are a member firm within Grant Thornton International Ltd, one of the world's 

leading international organisations of independently owned and managed accounting and consulting 

firms. Clients of member and correspondent firms can access the knowledge and experience of 

2,600 partners and 30,000 employees in over 100 countries and consistently receive a distinctive, 

high quality and personalised service wherever they choose to do business.  
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