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Swallow Hill pupil benefits from work experience placement with Leeds 
business advisers 

 

Sixteen-year-old Keeley Wilson of Bramley is spending six weeks working at the Leeds office of business 
adviser Grant Thornton on a paid internship as a part of the firm’s Educate To Innovate programme. 

The work placement is the culmination of a two-year mentoring programme run by social enterprise 

Leeds Ahead and supported by Grant Thornton. During that time, Keeley, a pupil at Swallow Hill 
Community College in Armley, underwent a series of regular mentoring sessions with Sandra O’Neill, 

head of business development at Grant Thornton.  

Keeley was among a number of young people on the programme who were mentored by volunteers from 

various local companies, with the aim of helping to build students’ confidence and increasing their 

engagement with education through aspiration-raising activities as well as widening their knowledge of 
career options.  

Sandra O’Neill commented: “It has been fantastic working with Keeley and seeing her confidence grow. 
The aim of the work placement is to give her a taste of a real work environment which we hope will 

increase her awareness of the career choices open to her. 

“As a firm, we are committed to strengthening links between business and education and most of our 

volunteers have found that they’ve gained as much from the mentoring experience as they’ve given.” 



As part of her work placement, Keeley helped at the Umph! business and enterprise competition 

organised by Grant Thornton, again as part of Educate To Innovate, which was held at the Galpharm 
Stadium on 3 July. 

The Grant Thornton Educate to Innovate programme aims to foster entrepreneurialism by working with 

primary and secondary schools in the region to encourage and develop pupils’ innovation and business 

skills. The firm has also supported Leeds Ahead by helping with environmental team days, careers 

events, the scholarship programme and its ‘world of work’ activities in primary schools. 
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Photography: Sandra O’Neill (left), Keeley Wilson 

For further press information, please contact Paul Snape on 01423 56 99 99 or 

paul@appealpr.com 

About us 

Grant Thornton UK LLP is a leading business and financial adviser with offices in 28 locations 

nationwide. The firm is a member of Grant Thornton International Ltd, one of the world's leading 

organisations of independent assurance, tax and advisory firms with over 31,000 people, across 100 

countries. Grant Thornton helps dynamic organisations unlock their potential for growth by providing 

meaningful, actionable advice through a broad range of services. Proactive teams, led by approachable 

partners in these firms, use insights, experience and instinct to solve complex issues for privately owned, 
publicly listed and public sector clients. Grant Thornton people are focused on making a difference to 

clients, colleagues and the communities in which they live and work. 
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