
Date: 14 August 2012 

Yorkshire pub is first to offer ‘weddings for walkers’ 

 

The award-winning Charles Bathurst Inn in the Yorkshire Dales, which is renowned nationally for its 

great nearby walking routes including the Pennine Way and Wainwright’s Coast to Coast walk, has been 

granted a licence to hold civil wedding ceremonies by North Yorkshire County Council. 

The 19-bedroom, 18
th

 century inn, located in popular walking country in the remote dale of 

Arkengarthdale above Swaledale, has become the UK’s first wedding venue to cater for hikers after 

being granted the licence. 

Charles Cody, owner of the CB Inn, said: “The CB has established a growing reputation as a spectacular 

choice of venue for wedding receptions, so it’s fantastic to be able to offer couples the whole package, 

from marriage ceremony, to reception, to accommodation.  

“We have a great many guests who come just for walking, and many who come for weddings, and with 

the new licence we are offering complete weddings for walking enthusiasts.  We have a unique wedding 

venue, with unbeatable Dales views and truly excellent food. We hope that for our guests, being able to 

be married here too will be the icing on the - wedding - cake, so to speak!” 

Known locally as the CB Inn, the venue’s function room is in a separate wing of the hotel and has its own 

private bar, which is used for weddings and other events. It was opened in 2005. 

Mr Cody has become one of the largest employers in the area, operating two other venues in the Dales, 

with a team of 60 staff across the three locations. He bought and completely renovated the 17
th

 century, 

11-bedroom Punch Bowl Inn in Swaledale in 2006, and has recently taken over the King’s Arms pub in 

Askrigg, Wensleydale, which doubled as James Herriot’s local in the long-running BBC TV series, All 

Creatures Great & Small. 

The CB Inn caters for weddings of up to 70 guests in its private function suite, which looks out across 

Arkengarthdale. A wide choice of individually created wedding menus is available, using fresh, locally 



sourced ingredients.  The hotel offers 19 rooms for guests and a further 11 rooms are available at its 

sister venue, The Punch Bowl Inn. 

Deborah Wood, who is in charge of weddings at the CB Inn, said: “We already have five weddings 

booked in for 2013 and since we announced that we can now accommodate ceremonies as well as 

receptions, we have seen a great deal of interest from walkers and non-walkers alike. 

“We do have a reputation for being a great walking break venue, many of the visitors here are just 

looking for idyllic Dales scenery, to explore Herriot Country, to shoot during the game seasons or simply 

to enjoy the seclusion up here.” 

Weddings at the CB Inn are conducted by an official registrar from Richmond Registry Office. Further 

information on booking weddings at the Inn can be found on the CB website at www.cbinn.co.uk. 
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For further information please contact Sarah Hone on (01423) 56 99 99 or email sarah@appealpr.com 

 


