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Begbies Traynor 

Two insolvency manager hires boost Begbies Traynor Preston team 

 

Leading independent business recovery and insolvency practitioner Begbies Traynor has boosted its 

Preston office with the appointment of two new insolvency managers. 

 

Preston-born Paul Valentine joins the firm from McAlister & Co Insolvency and has 13 years’ insolvency 

experience covering the whole of the North West.   

 

Chris Lawton comes on board at Begbies Traynor with over 11 years of experience in the insolvency 

industry. He has worked for a number of well known industry names including Duff & Phelps and 

Leonard Curtis. 

 

Ian McCulloch, director of the corporate insolvency team in Preston said: “It’s great to have two such 

high calibre experienced insolvency professionals as Chris and Paul coming on board.  Both have a great 

track record of assisting local accountancy practices who have clients who are encountering financial 

difficulties and they add to the depth of our team at the Preston office.  As demand for our services 

grows in the region, we are investing in more local staff to provide an ever improving service to our 

clients.” 

 

Paul Valentine said: “I’m looking forward to my new role with Begbies Traynor, which continues to be 

such a strong brand in the market and is constantly adapting and evolving.  
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“Over the years I’ve worked closely with all kinds of businesses, from sole traders and partnerships to 

micro companies and medium enterprises and I know how important it is to understand clients’ 

backgrounds and their predicament, but also their objectives. I’m excited about bringing that expertise 

to bear in my insolvency manager role for clients across Lancashire and Cumbria.” 

 

Chris Lawton said: “I’m relishing the challenge of this new role and looking forward to getting out on the 

road and meeting business directors face to face. It’s always a stressful time when a business is facing 

insolvency but there is a lot that we can do to help and that is always the satisfying part of the job.” 

 

North West-based Begbies Traynor Group, which has its head office in Manchester, is listed on AIM and 

offers corporate recovery and restructuring services, as well as corporate finance, forensic accounting 

and investigations services from its 37 UK offices. 

 

The firm’s 25-strong Preston office provides services for clients across the whole of Lancashire as well as 

throughout Cumbria to Barrow in the West and Carlisle in the North. 

 

 


