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Manchester Metropolitan University  

 

World’s first sports directorship masters course scores hat trick of high-level 

football appointments  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Moss, Lee Darnbrough and Michael Appleton, who have taken on new roles at Huddersfield 

Town, Hull City and Leicester City, all due to graduate from Manchester Metropolitan University’s 

Master of Sport Directorship course this month. 

 

Three high-profile English football appointments, David Moss, Lee Darnbrough and Michael Appleton, 

have all studied for their newly created roles in a two-year Master of Sport Directorship (MSD) course at 

Manchester Metropolitan University. 

 

David Moss, who was announced as newly promoted Huddersfield Town’s head of football operations 

last month, is expected to be pivotal to the club’s ability to prosper both on and off field in the 

uncharted waters of football’s top flight. 

 

Moss said: “Huddersfield Town are ahead of the curve on this one: the sporting director role has been 

really positive for so many European clubs and I hope it will contribute to Huddersfield’s continued 

success next season. I’m looking forward to bringing the skills I’ve acquired on the Manchester Met 

sport directorship course to my new role as director of football.” 

 



        
 

   
   

Appeal PR Ltd  
  Tel: 01423 569 999 

www.appealpr.com 
   
    

Lee Darnbrough, who previously worked for Norwich City and Burnley, joins Hull City in the newly 
created position of head of strategic analysis and recruitment. “I’d been combining my MSD studies at 
Manchester Met with working full time at my previous clubs.  I had spoken with vice chairman, Ehab 
Allam, and he offered me the chance to join Hull City,” said Darnbrough.   
 
“I’d heard about and seen the excellent progress the club has made in its playing squad support services 
from Rob Price, who was a fellow student on the MSD course with me and is head of medicine and 
performance at Hull City,” he added. 
 
“I could see there was a real belief at City in putting together a structure and process that would create 
much more clarity around the organisation of the club, and help staff develop to achieve their full 
potential.  The theory and practical experiences I’ve discussed on the course in Manchester with other 
sporting and business leaders have helped underpin the way we will be approaching the development of 
the club.” 
 

Fellow MSD student Michael Appleton also left his job as head coach at Oxford United in June to sign a 

three-year contract as assistant manager at Premier League club Leicester City, working alongside his 

former colleague Craig Shakespeare.  

 

Manchester Metropolitan University’s Dr Sara Ward, a leading academic expert on football governance 

and programme director of the MSD course, said: “There is no doubt that interest in the sporting 

director concept is growing among English football clubs and beyond. As these new positions are 

created there is an increasing demand for people with the right experience and qualifications to take on 

what is an extremely challenging and complex role.  

 

“Our MSD course is designed specifically to equip professional sports people with the skills they need to 

succeed in a high-level strategic role. We are really proud that among our first cohort of graduates we 

have already seen three such high profile appointments and we wish David, Lee and Michael all the best 

for next season and beyond.” 

 

Focusing on sports governance and best practice, leadership, innovation and change and personal 

development, and with contributions from some of the industry’s most respected figures, the post-

graduate MSD course has attracted professional sports people keen to progress to the role designed to 

provider a strategic link between all departments within a club, from boardroom to coaching and 

organisational staff 

 

 For more information on the Masters of Sport Directorship course at Manchester Metropolitan 

University go to www.mmu.ac.uk/master-of-sport-directorship/ 

 

http://www.mmu.ac.uk/master-of-sport-directorship

