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The robots are here – and they could be the answer for Yorkshire 
manufacturing’s post-Brexit skills shortage 

Are robots helping to improve the poor UK productivity figures, and what are the employment and 

cultural effects of such change? 

These are just some of the questions that will be addressed in Clarion’s latest automation seminar on 

Tuesday 27th March.  Exploring whether investment in robotics and AI can create regional competitive 

advantage, the event builds on the Leeds law firm’s ‘The Robots are coming’ seminar three years ago 

which predicted the increased adoption of robotics and Artificial Intelligence in the manufacturing 

sector. 

A number of experts speakers will look at how advances in robotics and artificial intelligence are helping 

businesses to stay ahead not only in the UK, but around the world – there will even be some industrial 

robots in action, courtesy of Active8 Robots!   

John Pendleton, managing director of Pickering-based Rosti Automotive and chair of Made in Yorkshire, 

will highlight the benefits of the company’s significant investment in robotics.  Adam Hurst of Premier 

Farnell will explore the increasing number of applications for Raspberry Pi in the manufacturing sector 

as well as the importance of its use in education in engaging student in programming and electronics.  

Mike Hodge, managing director of Cimlogic, will explain how he helps world class manufacturers 

improve productivity through automation; and Shaun Bedford, head of operations at Holmesterne, one 

of the leading food businesses in North Yorkshire, will share his recent experience in enhanced 

productivity through automation.  Finally, Deborah Warren, senior associate at Clarion, will discuss the 

employment dynamics of mixing robots and people.  

 

Clarion’s business development director Steve Crow, explains: “With Brexit likely to exacerbate the 

shortage of skills in the manufacturing sector, we need to overcome the outdated, negative views about 

robots ‘taking’ jobs.  Instead, we should embrace the latest technology as a way of enabling businesses 

to access the skills they need to enable manufacturing to continue to thrive in Yorkshire and, indeed, to 

cost-effectively market British products worldwide. 

 

“At Clarion, we have a real passion for working with manufacturing businesses in Yorkshire.  We believe 

that in order to keep our regional competitive advantage, businesses must be forward-thinking, looking 

overseas and focussing on innovation as well as actively seeking ways of increasing productivity.  At a 

time when exchange rates are in our favour, for many manufacturers it is more important than ever for 
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Yorkshire businesses to seize the opportunity to invest in robotics and AI to support the strength and 

growth of the sector post-Brexit.” 

 

The seminar will take place at Clarion’s offices in Elizabeth House, Queen Street, Leeds, on Tuesday 27th 

March, starting at 8.30am with registration and breakfast, followed by the seminar itself at 9.00am until 

10.45am when there will be networking.  To reserve your place, or if you have any questions regarding 

the event, please contact Lauren Perry on 0113 336 3352 or via email at 

lauren.perry@clarionsolicitors.com  
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